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= T is now-a-days the uſual Com- 
iy: 3 Plaint, and Mena an thoſe 


That the as Age i is quite ex- 


I bauſted, That Wit, Humour, and Delicacy, 


are no where to be found amongſt us, and ſince 
Pope has left us, there is not an Appearance of 
any Succeſſors Worthy to be named. We are 


4 eternally told that Cengreve, Garth, Reowe, Steele, 

4 Swift, Addiſon, Prior, Philips, and a Multitude 
of other illuſtrious Names, are not more the 
} Ornament and Delight of our Nation, than they 
7 are a Scandal and Diſgrace to us who follow ; 
; and that we are fo utterly deſtitute of even the 
1 Shadow of polite Literature, that were it not 
7 for Shakeſpear and honeſt Ben, the Stage would 
I long ago have been altogether deſerted, thro' the 


mere Barrenneſs of modern Inventions, either to 
| B ; inſtruct 


bo — — —— 


>; PREFACE. 


infiruct us, or make us laugh. And as to 6 


verer Studies, the venerable Names of Locke, 
Newton, Boyle, and Bacon, are ſeldom mention- 
ed, except by way of Reflection on their dege- 


nerate 3 


THIS flale Topic is the conſtant Reſource 
of Dullneſs and Impertinence; and when a 


Man grows remarkably contemptible, the Fault 


is thrown on the Age he lives in; Nature is ac- 


cuſed, or the Integrity and Capacity of his 


Judges; and every imaginable Artifice- is made 
uſe of to protect our ſtupid*Selves from bearing 
the leaſt Cenſure on ſuch Occaſions; tho' it be 
apparent we have no Accompliſhments, except 
what are found in Ignorance and Vanity. 


HOW this Opinion was firſt eſtabliſhed, 
and by what Methods is now univerſally ac- 
cepted, Or, whether the Complaint be really 
true, Let others determine: It is ſufficient for 
my Purpoſe, that the Fact is abſolutely incon- 
teſtable, and often made uſe of with N ee 
| by our ona — 


IT will naturally be now imagined, that af-- 


N 


F in 
ter this important Harangue, I ſhall ſet myſelf 
to combat theſe inſolent Declamations; That in 
the firſt Place I acquaint my gentle Reader with 
the Difficulty of ſuch an Enterprize, and affure 
him of my Diſintereſtedneſs and Capacity for 


his Service, and then in a plentiful Manner diſ- 
tribute Remarks on the Weakneſs and Miſtakes 


of thoſe who preceded me, with Abundance of 


ſuch like ingenious and prudent Paragraphs to 


raiſe their intire Confidence in what I ſhall tell 
them. When I have ſucceſsfully got on thus far 


in my Way, the Tra& is eaſy, and by a Tran- 
ſition peculiarly adapted to modern Pens, who 
ſeldom are conſiſtent for ten Pages, I ought to 


prove (tho! with great good Manners) that all 
the World are Fools, Knaves and Villains, and 


there is not an honeſt, worthy, good Man living, 
except my reſpectable Self, and thoſe who ſhew 


their Judgments by vouchſafing to patronize me. 


For I have long fince obſerved, . it is a fooliſh 
Cuſtom to continue a Train of Thought through 
a whole Volume: Variety is always delightful, 
and a Man ſhews his Parts hereby to much grea- 
ter Advantage, when you ſee his Book can prove 
one thing as well as another, Or in ſhort, any 


thing you have a mind to find there, Or, if you 


B 2 rather 


iv EREFA CE 


$0 


rather chooſe it, nothing at all: According to 
many laudable Examples lately produced. 


- BUT, alas! fo far am I from entertaining 
the ill-natured Project of making my dear Coun- 
teymen out of Humour with themſelves, that I 
perceive this Paper will rather encourage and en- 
creaſe their Self-Complacency, than correct and 
cure it (if it be really poſſible to encreaſe it.) 
80 true is the Wiſeman's ſaying, Every thing 
has two Handles. | 


AND fince this frank Declaration hath al- 
ready beſpoke the Prejudice of the Reader to be 
much in my Favour, Iſhall endeavour to ſcrape | 
a cloſer Acquaintance with him, and promiſe be- 
forehand, that if he diſlikes my Sentiments, I 
ſhall make no Difficulty of complying with his 


——— ——L—ũ—ͥ— Eran 
. 


own, let them be whatever they will; and 
herein I have great SY to n x 
Conduct. 


EF £4 N DE E D I have often wondered how 
People who pretend to Senſe came to imagine, 
| that any Man living would bear to hear himſelf 
abuſed for Hours together, if he could poſlibly 
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avoid it; and conſequently, how they got it into 
their Heads to write, print, and publiſh tedious 


fulſome Volumes on Subjects that can only ſerve 
to put Mankind out of Humour with themſelves, 


if they gave theſe Writers a patient Audience; 


for they may be aſſured no one will part with 
his Money for ſuch impertinent Monitions as we 


refuſe to accept, tho' offered gratis. And there- 


fore theſe wiſe Men (as they think themſelves 


when compared to us) herein give a notorious 


Proof of Folly and Inattention : For when they 
have toiled and ſtudied till tneir Strength and 
Eyes quite fail them, and emptied their Pockets 
to get their Stuff printed (which may very ea- 
fily be done) the poor Author is forced to ſolicit 


an Alms of every Gentleman to whom he can 


be recommended, and fend in his Book or his 
Propoſals as a Paſsport : But I am glad to fay it, 


the World is now wiſer than to encourage ſuch 


Vagrants, who have the Aſſurance, as I am told, 
to abuſe in theſe very Books, the honourable 
Perſons by whoſe Bounty they get Bread to eat. 
And for my Part, I think this Ingratitude a 


much better Proof that they themſelves are de- 


generated, than any Argument they can bring to 
prove US ſo: Let them anſwer this, if they 
| I APN AN —FIME 
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are able, and till they do it to full Satisfaction, 
I propole that no Gentleman or Lady purchaſe 
or ſubſcribe for any printed Thing whatever, or 
admit any Writers of them into their Houſes at 
Dinner Time {Playhouſe Bills, Prayer Books, 
and News-Papers always excepted.) I am ſure We 
can do very well without their Preachments, let 
them try to live without Our Maney, at leaſt till 
they have learnt to receive our Charities in a 
more reſpectful Manner, 


BY this Time I perceive the Reader's Atten- 
tion begins to quicken, and he wonders what is 
the Meaning of all theſe disjointed trite Paſſages: 
He aſks whether I intend Satyr or Commenda- 
tion : What is my Aim by all this Chit-chat: Or, 
(which moſt People will allow to be a very pro- 
per Queſtion) whether I have any Meaning at 
all in what I am now ſaying. But however 
reaſcnable theſe Enquiries may be thought, I 
muſt be a good deal on my guard, or elfe there 
is as much Danger from Friend as from Foe: 
For as old Latimer wiſely noteth, Smell ye no- 
thing in this? Yes, verily, Maſter Latimer, and 
I ſhall take your Advice. Let the Reader then 
be content to go through the Book without aſk- 
212 | - | 1g 
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ing ſuch enſnaring Queſtions, and if he finds at 


laſt any thing worth the knowing, and that I 


have ſome End and Deſign, he ought to receive 
it with Gratitude, as a Prize unexpected. On 


the other hand, if he diſcovers me to be a filly, 
tattling Fellow, whoſe Gofliping is a Proof of 
Emptineſs, I ſhall at the worſt be countenanced 
by ſome celebrated modern Authors, whoſe re- 


tentive Faculties are extremely deficient ; inſo- 


much that they ſpill upon the World every 


Syllable that enters them, and refund it with a 
* Encreaſe of one Kind or other 


| A pretty 8 indeed, to aſk a Man at 
the very Beginning of his Work, What is your 


End and Dejign in this Performance? When moſt 


of the Volumes now exhibited, may be turned 


cover ten thouſand times, and the beſt Wits in 


Europe puzzled to give an Anſwer; except it be 


ſuch an Anſwer as we had abundantly rather not 
liſten to. And 1 pray let Me be allowed to put 
a Queſtion in my turn too, Why may not I, who 
bave read ſuch an Infinity of Traſh from other 


Pens, be indulged the Freedim of ſcribbling a little 
Nonſenſe; and give to theſe Offenders a ſmall Taſte 
of the Torture and Diſguſt occaſioned by peruſing 


notorious 
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notorious Trumpery ? Or, Why may they not 2 
poſe I intend to give Pofterity' an Example of modern 
Performances, by writing Part of my Preface e- 
 aftly in the Style and Manner that" is found now 
to be moſt faſhionable, or in other Wards, ml. 


ſaleable? 


BUT as my old Monitor well obſervethi a- 
gain in his admirable Sermons, Ven Sweethearts 
ſcratch and claw together, here is a novel Preten- 
fron for Love's Prettyneſſes and Paſtimes. And ſo, 
| gentle Reader, I conſent to be reconciled accord- 

ing to the Biſhop's good Advice, and walk Hand 
Sil in Hand to the End of the Chapter. Only you 

are furthermore to remember young Maidens are 
apt to be frumpi/h, when your Beard, or your 

Points, or your Ruff di ſcompoſeth their Head Geer. 

And I can ſpeak it of my own Knowledge, that 

now-a-days Authors are more tender of Their 
Head Geer (which indeed ought to be tenderly 

handled) than moſt Young Maidens of _ 
niceſt Braff, | | 


"THIS Diſpute being diba uſted, I now | | 
reſume the Subject, and would aik theſe Men, 


whoſe Brains are ſo yery prolifick \wherefore they 
write 
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write at all themſelves, ſince they make ſuch ter- 
Tible Outcries of the Sterility of Invention in this 


miſerable Age? the Decay of Wit, Parts, and 


ſolid Learning, and that there is ſcarce a Man of 


true Judgment now breathing? Either they muſt 


acknowledge they think themſelves ſplendid In- 
ſtances of an Exemption from this Depravity, Or 
elſe, if they have more Prudence than to avow 
openly this parental:Fondneſs, and admit that 
themſelves are equally tainted with the reſt of the 
Age they are unhappily born in, How comes it 
then that theſe ' Complainants contribute more 
than all others to the innumerable Swarms of 


Writings which now multiply upon us more 
than ever? And II can think but of three Induce- 


ments; Neceſſity, Vanity, Charity: Unleſs the 
: Diſtemper called Cacckthes be pleaded in their 
- Vindication. As to Neceſſity, it is certainly a 
very prevalent Motive, and deſerves great Com- 


paſſion if properly apply'd for; but tho” this be 
apparently the Caſe very often, and for which we 


need ſearch no farther Proofs than the ſcanda- 
lous Poverty of the Productions themſelves, that 


too evidently prove the real Intentions of the Pa- 


rent, yet very few have Senſe enough to admit 
this TI da. Plea : and therefore ſuchWretches 
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ſcarce deſerve ſo much Indulgence as an impu- 
dent Beggar,who abuſes the Man from whom he 
ſolicits Afiſtance. What can be more audacious 
than an inſolvent Writer of this Stamp, who boldly 


demands your Time as well as Money, in order 


to ſatisfy you he is moſt ſhamefully ignorant in 
the very Studies wherein he pretends to have 
made the greateſt Proficiency: And till they have 
learnt this humbling Leſſon, I ſhall take care to 
aſſign them due Correction in another Manner. 
The next Motive is Vanity, which alſo diſcovers 
itſelf by the Nature of the Criminal's own-Per- | 
formance, and the Manner of its Execution: 80 


there is no need to call Evidences againſt one 
already condemned by his ow Confeſſion, only 
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it muſt be remarked, that Vanity uſually riſes in 
Proportion to the Ignorance of its Poſſeſſor. The 
other Inducement may ſometimes be Charity, ei- 
ther to the World in general for Inſtruction, or 
for the Advantage of particular Tradeſmen: As 
to the Deſign of doing good in any manner; it | 
fhall always have my moſt hearty Concurrence, 
unleſs the Methods of exetuting ſuch Intentions 1 
prove more prejudicial to the Morals of Mankind, | 
than their Staining Paper can poſſibly be of Bene- 
fit to the poor Manufacturers employ'd in their 
| - Service: 
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Service: And this being eafily diſcover'd, as well 
as the two former Inſtances, by the Offspring 


produced, I ſhall allot a Seaſon very ſpeedily for 
bringing all theſe Caſes to a fair Trial, of which 
publick Notice will ſhortly be given, and then 


| | Juſtice ſhall have its due Courſe againſt them all; 


and efpecially againſt ſuch notorious Offenders, 


who have even gloried in the Number of Ex- 


creſcences they produce, and diſturbed the peace 
and Happineſs of this Community, under variety 
of Jeſuitical Evaſions and Pretences. I can be- 
fore-hand aſſure them, they will find little Incli- 


nation to repeat their Offences, after theDiſcipline 


they will then meet with. 


IN the mean time I would obſerve that we 
are too good-natured in always thinking ourſelves 


highly obliged to any Man who contributes either 


to our Inſtruction or Amuſement: For Praiſe re- 


_ quires a ſtrong Judgment to receive it properly, 
_ otherwiſe we ſhall find to our ſevere Colt it were 
much preferable not to have accepted an Enter- 


tainment, than to pay moſt extravagantly for it 
in the End. Admit a Writer is capable of giving 
us ſome valuable Leſſons in Logic, Divinity, or 
facred Odes: Does it therefore follow he is to be 

C 2 heard 
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heard in every Science, or is a Maſter of All Sub- 
jets he is pleaſed to fancy himſelf acquainted 
with: But this is the Practice of ſuch People, 
| who have ſometimes had the Honour to pleaſe 
the World on particular Occaſions; they confi- 
dently demand your Attention afterwards to what- 
ever they think proper to dictate, and wonder 
Mankind ſhould heſitate a Moment when they 
have condeſcended to give usTheirOpinion. They 
admire we with-hold our Aſſent, after themſelves 
have determined, for they well remember they 
Once illuſtrated ſome difficult Truths, or deſcri- 
bed a plainer Method of ſtudying them ; and 
notwithſtanding the deep Humility and profound 
| Modeſty that accompanies their Performances, I 
am afraid when the Veil is withdrawn, and they 
are brought to a fair Examination with the other 


Criminals before-mentioned, I ſhall be obliged tf | 


inflict ſeverer Chaſtiſements than my private In- 
clinations to Lenity will be pleaſed with. For 
our Prejudices towards the Opinions of ſuch 
Perſons induced us to ſwallow. All their Cruditics, 
however childiſh, and we have a painful Taſk 
afterwards to eradicate and unlearn them: Tho- 
in juſtice to ſuch Authors, I muſt allow they are 

generally kind enough to open our Eyes theme 
pez 
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ſelves in the End, and one would imagine they: 
ſeem to take pains to convince us that our Ad- 
miration was very ill founded, and that they are 
on a level with other Men in moſt Caſes. The 
Reader muſt be very cautious how he gets any 
more into ſuch ugly Perplexities as theſe People 
occaſion, and till the intended Courſe againſt 
them, He muſt remember the penetrating Addi- 


ſon ſays, A common Civility to an impertinent Fel- 


low, will in all probability be an Inconvenience to 


von ever afterwards, I leave him to apply the 


Precept, after adding, That the more bumble or 


fupple ſuch a Cie appears, by fo much the more he i 


is dangerous. 


BEFORE I leave theſe Men for a little 


Seaſon, I would whiſper certain wholeſome 


Maxims, in hopes they are not quite incorrigible. 


And irt, Every thing that may be True, and 


merit Attention if ſpoken, does not deſerve to 


be printed and made publick, Secondly, They 


_ ought not to think that becauſe particular Sub- 
jects are new or difficult to themſelves, or to 
ignorant People about them, that their little 


Smatterings will be acceptable abroad. Thirdly, 
They ſhould remember Each Man has a Will of 
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his own, and may be as obſtinate as they are in 
Do&tines and Creeds. Every one has a Syſtem 
of Orthodoxy, which to himſelf is a Sacred 
Standard, and 'tis grating to have it always pelted 
at: Nay farther, to be thus employed, - favours 
neither of the Scholar, the Divine, the Gentle- 
man, or the Chriſtian. And at laſt Men will 
never be brought to change their Opinions, by 
ſuch ill timed Uſage, tho' probably it may make 
them more tenacious. Fourthly, No Man in the 
Nature of Things Can know all Sciences perfectly; 
nor beſides, will the ſhort Space of Life allotted 
us, be ſufficient for this Purpoſe, let us ſtudy 
never ſo hard: therefore if we pretend to un- 
derſtand every Part of Learning, we ſhall only 
prove ourſelves ſuperficially acquainted with any 
of its Branches. Mr. Locke never undertook to 

navigate a Veſſel; or Sir aac Newton to con- 
duct an Army; nor did the great Marlhorough 
| defire to fit as Chancellor, I could give them ſe- 
veral more neceſſary Hints, but here is enough 
at preſent for ſuch weak Stomachs to digeſt. 


BUT left it be thonght I play Booty, and 
| deſeribe Authors that never appeared, except in 
my own Fancy, I do aſſure the Reader many 
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ſuch Excreſcences ſprout daily, and riſe and 


vaniſh by Multitudes; in a few Years utterly un- 
known and forgotten, which is an Excuſe often 
plowed before me in Mitigation of their Offen- 

becauſe it is alledged, they cannot poſſibly 
kk done the Miſchiefs pretended, in the very 
| ſhort Seaſon of their Exiſtence; but I fear this 
Excuſe will be found frivolous, ſince an Hour 
may do more Harm in ſome Caſes, than a Cen- 
tury can repair; however I ſhall give them a pa- 
tient Hearing when their Tryals come on, and 
now preſent my Countrymen with the following 
curious Anecdote, which has been diligently cir- 
culated by the induſtrious Tradeſmen, and will 
a e prove what is Jorg! aſſerted. | 


WHEREAS it hath pleaſed Cod for 0 


8 ane Years paſt to. cut me off from the delightful 


Mor of my Study, and for the greate/i Part of 


the Time to with-hold me from all publick Service 
in my Station by ſeveral Weakneſſes of Natare ; 
and whereas I had many Writings lying by me which 
dere quite finiſhed and corrected for the Preſs, my 
Friends might. naturally expe? that thoſe Pieces 


which were moſt nearly, or quite finiſhed and rewifed, 
. 2 aa, in the Warld, becaufe it if much - 


eaſier 


x E — 


— — q 
P my 


eafier to correct three Sheets in a Week from the 
Prefs, than it is in as many Months to reviſe or to 
finiſh any e Manuſcript. 
T think proper therefore bere to acquaint then, 
that as faſt as the Provi dence of God ſhall reſtore 
my Health and Strength, T ſhall endeavour 70 ha- 


ften the 22 2 of fuch as are yet zmper feet : Some 
e whi c<h perhaps the Pub > 2 more earneſt 


expedt. 


Stoke b | 
* 21, 1744 5. 


enn ies this hoodrate \Puipet was lately: drawn 
|| . up by a Writer of ſome conſiderable Note at pre- 
ſent, to ſatisfy his Admirers he did not forget 
them, and at the ſame time, as a further Proof 
of Sincerity, this precious Promiſe was accom- 
panied with a bulky Volume, all ſpick and ſpan; 
and this too on a Subject with which he has 
proved himſelf ſcarcely better acquainted than a 
Child in Swadling-Cloaths. Twould be like 
tripping up the Heels of Blind Men and Cripples, 
to make Annotations on the Style, Grammar, or 
Propriety of the Paragraphs, contained in this 
delectable Advertiſement. Rejoice, ye Friends 


of ehe judicious Writer! Prepare yourſelves with 
14 * Exultation 


_ 
2 en r 1 1 
— 3 Ia 
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HRA C tm 
Exultation for the coming Feaſt! And let this | 


wonderful Specimen whet your Appetites. 


SINCE I have mentioned the Tide 


-who like ſkilful Men of Buſineſs ſpread abroad 
this. notable Paper, it may look cruel to talk at | 
this Rate, becauſe as their Intereſts may be ſen- 
fibly touched, tis only another Method of 'inva- 
ding Property: But I never thought myſelf at 


Liberty to put off a Bad Shilling, after I had 


_ careleſsly taken it for true Sterling. And ſurely, 
if a Man's purchaſing Commodities of any Kind 
| whatſoever, which afterwards prove | unfit for 
® Service, were admitted as a good Plea that he 
might again vend them without regarding the 


Conſequences; Even theſe gentle Complainants 


would agree that ſuch a Conceſſion muſt infalli- 
bly introduce the moſt terrible Evils. Beſides, 
Fame reports they have more than once already 


ſuppreſs'd ſome brother Authors who attack*d 
this celebrated Advertiſer, and I ſuppoſe they did 


it in the uſual proper Manner: But as they have 
- hitherto made me no Overtures of that Nature, 
aand think me of too little Figure to deſerve 
: . Huſh-money, I ſhall continue to retain my Inte- 


rey and [peak theTruth without Fear or Favour. 


D 47 ob- 
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I obſerve farther, that this very Scribble of 
mine will undoubtedly be a ſtrong additional 
Argument of what I have before advanced, and 
the Reader will have the Pleaſure of ſeeing ſur. 
priſing Swarms of puny inſect Bicths, ſpring on a 
ſudden after the Publication of it. He will ſee a 

variety of Conjectures concerning the Author, and 
the Motives of his writing, and a Group of Con- 
[I  tradictions on every Particular befides,which will 
l afford him laſting Diverſion : Eſpecially when 
I! they are all collected, and ftrung up together, 
| | | confign'd to laſting Fame, after the Manner of 
Fl! Dan Pope's Dunciad, And this was the true 
[| Reaſon, as himſelf told me,why he conceal'd his 
Name for a conſiderable time, or elſe half the 
Entertainment of that maſterly Volume could 
never have appear'd; tho” it is one great Inconveni- 
{ence attending us firſt rate Writers, that we can- 
__— to lie s in ſecret. 


—— 
— 


1 it do thankfice W ive notice, that th 
| | 0 will be ſhewn to all Sermons and Pamph- 
lets on 'Perſecution for Righteouſneſs ſake, and 
-againft Deiſes, Arbei/ts, Thieves, Sodamites, Rebels, 
7, raptors, and ſuch like Characters, when intro- 
duced 
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duced with the laudable Deſign of comparing them 
with my abandon'd Self, and in general to all 
Pulpit Performances, tending to tell either God 
Almighty or the Congregation, that this deteſta- 
ble Paper is wicked, ſpiteful, malicious, jeſuitical, 
fooliſh, and a great many more very applicable 


Epithets of the fame kind; and that the Pope, 


the Devil, and this Evil World, joined to my own 
ridiculous Fancy, ſpread abroad this Farrago of 
Slander, Lyes, and Scurrility. I ſhall alſo have a 
cheriſhing Eye upon thoſe hopeful young Men, 


who may be able to produce ſomething like what 


their Patrons have often done before them, and 
from them a leſs Quantity of Filth will be ac- 
ceptable, becauſe they are yet tender and unexpe- 
rienced ; but then I expect it will be in ſome ſort 
of Jingle, which we Brother Authors, in compli- 
ment to each other, uſually dignify with the Name 


of Poetry. And if any Perſon can riſe no higher 


than a zealous Proſe Advertiſement, it will be rea- 
dily received; provided he give Proof tis the beſt 


Offering he is able to bring. Thoſe who are {till 


more ſlenderly furniſhed, may poſſibly riſe to an 
Epigram, or at leaſt a Couplet: And as to the 


Very, very barren Headpiece, which on this 


preſſing Occaſion of common Danger from 


xx © P-RE-FT CE... 
ITHURIEL's Spear cannot preach, pray, or 
Vrite any tolerable Paragraphs fit even for a Dai- 
ly News Paper, they are hereby directed to repair 
immediately to certain noted Coffee-houſes, and 
there pour out vehemently the Magical Words, 
Slander, Vile, Wicked, Nonſenſical, Stupid, Low, In- 
famous, Paltry, Senſeleſs, Inconſiſtent, Incendiary, 
Pick-pecket, Villain, Fire, Thieves, Murder, and 
a great Quantity beſides of ſuch Ammunition 
with which the meaneſt are always plentifully 
furniſh'd. And in order for their better Encou- 
ragement to this Delightful Work of their great 
Mafter, as they will be ready to term it, and 
Longer to enable them to bear their Teſtimony to 
the Truth, Care is taken for ſufficient Quantities 
of Tobacco, Drams, and Coffee, and for the 
Felchmen toaſted Cheeſe into the Bargain. [Here- 
by hangeth a Tale truely delectable, and worthy: 
the curious Reader's Knowledge, with which J 
may perhaps be good-natured enough to enter- 
tain him one Day or other. ] Provided always they 
give ſufficient Evidence, that half an Hour at 
leaſt was ſpent in Enforcing the Topicks before 
ordered, and that bene fide they exerted them- |} 
ſelves, Unworthy Werms as they are, to the beſt cf ö 
#her pcor Abilities in this general Service. | 


AND 


P'REFACK mM 


' AND to make the Taſk: ſtill eaſier for my 
young Tyro's, whoſe Pens are ſcarcely plumed, 


but whoſe Zeal may be ſuppoſed equally ardent, 


I have taken care to leave many Bones for their 
picking, if they are diligent to examine. They 
may find falſe Language, Grammar, Style, and 
Expreſſion : Barbariſms, and a vaſt Quantity of 
ſtolen Goods, which they are taught to call by 
a crabbed Name, I think Plagiariſm, or ſome- 


thing of ſuch a Sound: And if they are in ear- 


neſt, they may detect me very often; and alſo 
diſcover forced Conceits, low Sentiments, mi- 
ſerable Verſes, unconnected Reaſonings, and er- 
rant Falſhood through the Whole: So it will be 
the eaſieſt Matter imaginable to turn the Tables 
upon me, and prove myſelf the raſcally Character 
intended for others. I recommend moreover to 
their Induſtry an exact Account how many Times 
the ſame Words, Rhymes, or Phraſes ſimilar, 
occur throughout my whole Performance, much 
gleaning of this Nature being left on purpoſe; 
and beſides all this, their Penetration may diſco- 
ver wherefore I chooſe ſo continually to expreſs 
my Thoughts in Diſtichs, or independent, un- 
connected Couplets: Wherein I am ſuperior to 
| e Juvenal, 
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Juvenal, Horace, or Perfius, and in what In- 


ſtances Icondeſcend to ſink humbly beneath them: 
Why my Verſe is folemnly grave, and my Proſe 
ludicrous, and PERTLY dull: Whether this 


proſaic Part is properly to be ſtiled a Preface, In- 
troduction, or preliminary Diſcourſe, and for 
what Reaſons: And whether it would not have 
done as well for any other Performance: And 
above all, they are to take notice, that call it by 
whatever Name we will, it muſt be larded over 


yery copiouſly with the Epithets and Ammuni- 


tion already directed to be herein uſed. 


I would mention as a farther Encouragement 
to theſe Fellow-labourers, that hereby they will 
certainly be conſigned to Immortality; for I in- 


tend ſome time hence to publiſh a new, corrected, 


and pompous Edition of this MONUMENTUM 
ARE PERENNIUS, with innumerable Addi- 
tions, and decorated with Prolegomena, Notes, 


and the Work itſelf all new written, beſides be- 


ing embelliſhed with the Illuſtrations of theſe 
valuable Commentators; and then every Candi- 
date for Fame ſhall be hung up a-drying, and 


after the Embalmers have removed all the putrid 


Matter, their Names, Talents, and Zeal on this 
Occaſion, 


L 
5 
1 
7 
: 


» 
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Occaſion, ſhall faithfully be recorded, and them- 
ſelves rendered illuſtrious to future Ages. They 


may remember Zozlus ſurvives as well as Hemer: 
Bavius and Virgil muſt always be joined toge- 
ther, and Theobald with Pope: And themſelves 


muſt conſequently ſurvive in my Writings, as 
well as myſelf. And ſtill to add to their Com- 


fort, they may reflect, that few People know 
whether Virgil or Bavius was the greater Man; 
and at worſt, the precious Mummy will aſſuredly 
anſwer ſome good Ends, both to the preſent Age 
and to Poſterity, which they publickly profeſs 


to be their Great Aim, and in which they deſire 
to ſpend and to be ſpent. 


BUT to conclude: If any Perſon of Cha- 
racer, ſufficient to make the Claim, ſhall ſtep 


forth and declare his Name, and deny one Tittle 


of what I have aſſerted, he is challenged to fix 
his Finger wherever he pleaſes, and J promiſe, 
upon the Faith of a Gentleman and a Chriſtian, 
to prove undeniably every Syllable in the Poem, 
or elſe acknowledge myſelf to the whole World 
to be the greateſt Scoundrel ever born. Let them 


be careful then not to vilify (for their own Sakes) 


if _— dare not _— this honeſt Propoſal. 
ACH. TES 


* 
. 
of # 
> 'Y « * o 4 
$ 2 » * be 
4 1 
* 
* 
* 
. 
; * 
* 
4 * 
. bs 1 * 
- 
, 
. 
* 
0 
. 
+ * 
* * ” 
- * — 
* ". 1 
4 * 
LI 
f 
4 . „ 
* : 
« 
* * 
* 
* . * 
4 1 + 
.* 
4 
. 
* 
* 
' 
o - 
* 
— * bi ® $ 
1 4 fs 
{ . 
* * 
* » 
* 
* 
„ . , 
* 
* 
* 
1 * 
. — 
n « 
* A 
; * 
FP 
- 
bs 4 
* 
. 
1 $ 
„ 
. 
* - 
4 
* 
* * - * 
i 
* . 
* 
0 4 Ld 
0 0 * 4 f 
1 


E IAEA DELLS ICE SIC TIESTO 


7 
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IAN 


EE, Deareſt VARUS, at thy ſtrange Com- 
2 mand, 


Claiming ſoft Notes from old ACHATES? 
Hand, | 


Pleag'd at Thy Word I touch th unpractisd Strings, 
Thine be the Patience, for the Song begins. 


Ye prudiſh Virgins long to Poets known, 
Ye Muſes, whom Each Scribbler ſtyles his own, 
Hence with your tinſel Arts, fly, ſwiftly fly, 


OO 


_ Your Aids I ſeek not, and your Threats defy, 
VAR U alone ſhall lead the Prophet's Song, 
And while He ſmiles the Verſe flow ſweet along; 
1 Loxs 
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Lox has the Sullen Bard from Fame retir'd, 
4 with Diſdain, he Scorn'd to be admir'd, 
And Oft indignant bury'd in the Flame 
The well: meant Page that ſpoke a Nation's Shame: 
See the Mad Britens How their Crimes ariſe, 
Like Clouds of Incenſe to the Patient Skies! 
(Vain were the Task each ſingle Vice to count, 
Dreadful the Foil, and endleſs is th? Amount!) 
Theſe are the Thanks that Hence are hourly giv*n, 
And this Our Sacrifice ro bounteous Heav'n: 
And yet fierce Vengeance lumbyring ſeems to lies 
Till awefull Juſtice bids its Thunders fly: 
Yet Love Divine th*uplifted Stroke a 
And wooes the Rebel with repeated Grace; 
Oft tho? repuls'd, She ſeeks th*obdurate Heart, 
And lingering waits: unwilling to depart. 
Still the mild Voice of gentleſt Mercy pleads, 
For your Own Sakes flee far thunrighteous Deeds ; 
Deſtruction hangs o'er every guilty Breath, 

And Sin's vile Tranſports bring Eternal Death, 


Bu 7 


1 


IT 
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Bu gentleſt Mercy mix'd with heavenly Love, 
NorVengeance, Strokes,norDeath, have Pow'r to move: 
Deaf to the Call, th*obdurate Hearts remain, 

Shut the free Grace out, and cloſe hug the Chain: 
Proud of their Shame, in vileſt Joys They lie, 
Wallowing in Luſt and each baſe Luxury; 

But the chaſte Muſe avoids th'infectious Ground, 
And ſhuns diſdainful the polluted Sound, 


Wry doſt thou, VARUS, wonder at myRage, 2 
When Crimes like Theſe ACHATES dares engage ? 
Unskill'd in Arts, in Learning's Paths Untaught, 

No poliſh*'d Science ſhines in every Thought; $ 

Yet Grief, and Shame, and Scorn, within me riſe, 
And keen Reſentment Nature's Wants ſupplies. 
Freſh to my Soul, MyWronegs I ſill behold, 

By Rapine caus'd, and ſacred Thirſt of Gold: 
Snateh'd from his Mother's Arms, her jounger 550 | 
In blooming Youth ſhe mourn'd her captive Boy; ; 
Vainly ſhe mourn'd: Far off his native Shore, 

To diſtant Climes their Prize the Spoilers bore : 


: E 2 Unnumber'd 
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Unnumber'd Years he drag'd the Tyrant's Chain, 
And Pray' rs, and Tears, and Innocence were vain. 
Till taught by Heav'n, with One tremendous Stroke 
Dreadful he ſtrove to ſhun the galling Yoke, 

Then burſt his Bands: And ſternly vow'd to ſhed 
Severeſt Vengeance on th? Oppreſſor's Head. 

At length his Wrath appeas'd, He calm retir'd, 

To that Soft Eaſe, which Years and Woes requir'd. 


Wix thro? the World chus Vice extends her Throne, 
Nor claims Dominion o'er Our Sex alone 5 
But Z7Zs fair Offspring tread the guilefull Way, 
Like her They rove, deſire, and then betray. 
And ſee, where yielding to deluſive Charms, 5 
Enchanting Beauty ſome fond Shepherd warms E 
Raptur'd he gazes on the blooming Fair, 
Ah ſimple Swain! Nor heeds ſweet Ruin there. 
Even the ſweet Ruin, in ſuch bright Diſguiſe, 
Strikes with Freſh Tranſports his Admiring Eyes; 
III fated Boy, on ſure Deſtruction bent, 
Hapleſs he yields, unmindful of th* Event! 
See, the gay Victim bends to Beauty's Throne, 
And lowly proſtrate, pleads to he undone : 

= _ Stern 


4 
. 
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Firm in the Gap, and obſtinately good: 


As MOSES meek, as AARON eloquent. 


And there We learn th? Employments of the Skies: 
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Stern Virtue grieves, and ſullenly retires, | 
While his Breaſt blazes with unhallow'd Fires: 
Like ſome Tall Plant, by furious Tempeſts toſt, 


Pitying She views him, in wild Paſſions loſt ; | 
Fhere Honour ſinks beneath th? untimely Doom, 
228 Truth and Conſcience find an ny Tomb, | 


Yer fill one Saint remain'd, who nobly ſtood 


Who ſeem'd expreſs on Heav' n's high Meſſage ſent, 


His melting Pray'r oft ſtopt JEHOVAH's Hand, 
Juſt when uprear'd to ſcourge th* abandon'd Land. 
Bright flam'd his Zeal, with Love ethereal fird, © 
Touch'd by ſome Seraph, who his Songs inſpir'd; 


There on ſtrong Pinions pure Devotions riſe, 


Hail Man divine! we feel the quick' ning Ray, 

While his Life teaches what his Lips diſplay. 

Ev'n Pride and Envy join the liſtning Throng, 

And own Thee ***#*#*## the worthieſt Saints among: 
His Words paint Virtue to our raviſh*d Senſe, | 

His every Deed untainted Innocence. 


ALMIGHTY 
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Armienty Parent LEnD A PITYING Far, 


Bow TE BLUE Heavens, AND GRANT THY 
CHURCHES Pray” R; 


SUBMISSIVE BENDING AT THY AWEFULL THRONE, 
HumMBLy WE PRAY,LET THY GREAT WILL BE DONE: 
Bur IF CONSISTENT WITH THY SOVEREIGN WILI, 


GRACIOUS THOU DEIGN'ST TO SPARE THY SERVANT 
STILL, 


Loup PRAISsE AWAITS THEE FOR THE Bounty 
2- civ*n, | 3 
WHILE Mit.tzons BLESS HIM AS THEIR GUIDE TO 

1 x. 


So pray'd the Church, and ſo the World believ'd, 
And trembling Nations for their Prophet griev'd: 
But Heav'n decreed, &er Death ſeal'd faſt his Eyes, 
Full to their View this much lov*d Man ſhould riſe, 


All empty, falſe, and 1 when e without 
Diſguiſe. | 


* 


1 'D is the Pow!r that heard the Cry, 
Two mighty Cherubs quit their radiant Sky: 


"* 


| Down 


b ——— 
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Down they deſcend, as erſt on EDEN Ground. : 


Oft had they liſt'ning heard his fervent Cries, 


On the Cold Ground as proſtrate there he lay, 
From the Grey Evening till returning Day. 


Fix d on his Knees the wondrous Saint They find 


| Him Thus intent, [THURIEL lightly firook, - 


Shew'd candid, generous, open, mild, and wiſe: 
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When GABRIEL, bade them ſearch the Garden round. 
Thus once again /THURIEL ſhakes his Spear, 
Which SATAN prov'd, and Hypocrites ſtill fear: 


With ZEPHON join'd, They trace the well: known 
Shade, 


Where the meek Suppliant oft in Secret pray*d. 


Mingled with Weepings, Groans, and Agonies; 


And now arriving at the Sacred Bow? . 


pale CYNTHIA s Glimmerings ſhew'd the Mid- 
night Hour, 
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Wreſtling with Heav'n for Grace to loft Mankind. 


And ZEPHON waited with impatient Look. 
Dire was the Change. (In his Own Likeneſs rais d, 
« Back ſtept theſe two fair Angels half amaz'd.”) 
Tho? late Each Action, wrapt in bright Diſguiſe, 


Stripꝰd 
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Strip'd of the Veil, How chang'd they Now 3 
Baſe Progenies of Malice, Pride, or Fear. 
Trembling he ſtood, and ſhuddering with Deſpair; | 
While Grief, keen Conſcience, and oppreſſive Care 
Pierc'd his Whole Soul: For Well his Deeds he knew, 
And knew ſharp Chaſtnings for Such Deeds were due : 
Then round he gaz d, but found No Succour nigh, 
Nor could he Cleanſe the Stains, nor dar'd deny. 


Taz mournful Cherubs ſtand in deep Suſpence, 
To find ſuch virtuous Heights All vain Pretence : 
On the frail Man they caſt a pitying Look, 

Till ZEP HON graceful the Long Silence broke. 


Vaan are thy Pray'rs, and vain thy raptur'd Song, 
And all thy Arts to charm th' attentive Throng : 
_ Eva vain thy Hopes of ZION's ſacred Hill, 
Since Love and Charity are wanting, till. 


: View thy own Heart, and chaſe the poiſonous Gueſts, 


That lurk unnotic'd deep within thy Breaſts, 5 
When low thou ſtoop'ſt to teach unletter'd Men, 
Pride gives the Theme, and Avarice points the Pen: 


When | 
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When Themes ſublimer thy ſtrong Thoughts engage, 
Pride and Corruption form thy venal Page AXEL 

From baſe Deſires thy faireſt Actions: riſe, | 

And all thy Virtues prove Infirmities. 


rere 


Vaſt are thine Alms, and freely dealt around, 
Where Pain, Diſtreſs, or Poverty i is found, 
Thy lib'ral Hand ſupplies the Poor with Food, 
And Loud They hail thee, bountiful and good. ? 
Sweet are thy Words, that heavenlyTruths diſpenſe, 
Strike thro? the Soul, and charm the raviſh'd Senſe 
While the Soft Muſick wings it far away, 
To the calm Regions of unchanging Day. 
Bur, oh! Unhappy Man, till weak and wrong, 
Nor Love to loſt Mankind inſpir'd thy Tongue, 
Nor godlike Pity drew thee to the Cells, 
Where Helpleſs Age, or Sacred Sorrow. dwells ! 
Mark. how the Aaſhing Spear thy Boſom bares, 
Strips the Cloſe Veil off, and the Fruth declares: 
Wrapt in Thyſelf, behold, Thy ſteely Heart 
Neꝰer ſhar'd. in human Woes a Gen'rous Part; 
Thy callous Breaſt contains a flinty Stone, 
| Whoſe Aims All center in itſelf alone. 
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Let thy Own Conſcience then This Truth decide 
Thy Words, thine Alms, thy Every Thought Was 


Pride. 
*Tis true, Thy F ootſteps don the Harlot' Door, 


LE £44 e * 


Nor Paths of Lewdneſs didſt thou e*er explore, : 5 


Nor haſt Thou felt the Miſery that ſprings 5 | 
From Scenes of Laſt, or Midnight Revelings: . 


Yet ſure no Sohd, Praiſe accrues | from hence, 


= . #547 111181 o 


For Want of Tmpull caus'd Thy Abſtinence. 8 f i 
But where wild Tumults ſwell the fiery Veins, 3 | 


£3.46 


And Reaſon tottering. ſearce her Seat maintains; 77 


Where vig r rous s Health Aames High, and ſcorns Con- 


troul, © - 
And Heay*n's beſt Gifts are dung rous to the Soul; 
Where Beauty, Friendſhip, Mirth, and Wine conſpire 
To charm the Heart, and heighten warm Ts 
No Common Virtues can Such Force withſtand,” 


Or uy the Paſſions to CA Hand. 
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x * Thy gentle Spirit trembling Ries d Ae 1 376" 
den Strife and Rage ugainſt Thy Fame combine, 


* How dots ieee. Pete, and Condon ys 
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| And Charity direfts the flowing Lines, Fn ONE 


Rack Cholers Malice, Fears and Pride ariſe. 
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« Calm and Unmov'd, thou ſee'ft the Slanders riſe, | 

C And, le! the Venom ſoon unbeeded dies. 

« g Love, T Zeal, Ny Piety to God, ; ö 

« Firſt mov'd'thy Foes to ſpread their" Spite ahruad: g 
« Thy powerfull: Labours fiery Wrath aas, 
« And SAT AN rapes, as his Kingdom ſhares? ' , 


80 ſoake the World, and thy Pralle foreadd theme, 


Wide thro* theRealm;and'yond tir ATLANTICKhore; 


« Vain theſe Attempts to touch Thy Soul with Pain, 

« On their Own Hlads the Miſchief lights again; 

« Wor#rous good Man, whoſe God regards. thy Pray r, 
* And Angels watch thee with peculiar” Care {© 213 DA 


4 
— 
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1 hilt thy humble Life unrivald Hines, _ 


Call thy Thoughts home, and turn thine Dyes a f 
And trace the Sources whence theſe Paſſions ſpring. © 
Painfull the Sight: For there IT HURTE L ſpies, 
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Ah! what avails it, tho? the World approves, - \ | 
Tho! Bau cheriſhes, and Hesses loves: 
Tho' Angels guard, and Heav*n ſeems pleas'd to ſhed - 
Diſtinguiſh'd Favours on thy revirend Head: 
Since theſe Great Talents, truſted to thy Skill, 
Serve but thy ſelfiſn Paſſions to fulfill, 


Wurx Peace fair þlooming, lifts its gentle Head, 
And Nations wanton in the fragrant Shade; 5 
Sweet are its Charms: And wor thy to be ſought, x 
Where hoſtile Fields by def] perate Troops are fought. 
The Brave meet Danger with a careleſs Eye, 

And the Sharp Ayenues to Death defy; 

Alike Their Souls. in. Patience are poſſeſs d, 

When treach*rous Slanders ſtrive invade their Reſt : : 
They look to Heav'n, and ſeek Inſtruction thence; 
Heay*n is their Rock, their Tow. r, their ſtropgDefence ; j 
Supported thus, their F ears flee far away, | 

As the Shades vaniſh at approaching Day. 

To Joys, or Evils, Ever Low reſign'd, | 

They give. their Cares, and Follies to the Wind: | 

In All his Ways to meet their God prepar d, 


Secure chat Virtue finds its great Reward, 
' OF | | : I' 8852 
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Tust are the Fruits that ſtrid Religion bears, 
When vital Holinefs i in Strength appears: 
But vain fuch Manly Thoughts we ſearch i in n Thee, 
For ſervile Fear inſpiresThy Charity. . 
Baſe, laviſh F ear, that trembling licks the Rod, 
Cringes to Worms; and trifles with its God. f 
Hence the True Source of al thy different Dreams, 7 
Thy Zig-zag B and uniting Schemes, GE 
Till Truth Long tortur'd flies thy ſhuffling Pen, 


Spurns thy Weak Aids, and ſeeks the Skies —_ 


Once more ihe blazing Ser di rects e our bye | | 
Where Pride breaks forth in Abject Flattery : | 
Vile Intercourſe! when Speech becomes a Jeſt, 

And Man' s Chief Glory finks him to the Beaſt, 

| Shamefull, Deteſted Thought! and yet ev'n Here 

Unnumber'd Proofs of theſe Cured Scenes appear. 
How Dar'ſt thou then Rebuke this hateful Sin, 
While thy Own Conſcience gives the Lye within. 8 

Courting Applauſe, Lo, the meek Prophet lande, 
And awefull Homage | from the Croud demands; * 


* : 7 
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From Slaves, from Pupils, Children, Fools, and yes 
Ye Virgins praiſe him, and increaſe his Joys; WS 

But if ſame Honeſt Friend the, Truth. dares tell, 
Inftant 3 him as the Gates: of Hell. BR | 
Cloſe Hypoctite !, | Bur vain Thy Hopes to thine, 9 
Where Saints like PA U L form the illuſtrious Line = 


* [ 221 


Far different Scenes await thy Days to come, 1 
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Unleſs 8 change the * impending Doom. wu 
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Wars thus thy Mind —— with i Guile and 
Spite, 
And Baſeſt Joys a are thy Supreme Delight, e 


* 


Kind Heav'n | in Mercy Strength of Limbs  depy'd, 5 


2. 33 84 H 940} 2 


And Riches with a Sparing Hand Supphy'd ; 5 
Cruſt'd.thy weak F. rame with Achs and fev⸗ rith Pains, | 
And crampt thy Rage in Tiny Manhood's Chains ; ; 
Elſe had'ſt thou Pow? r to torture, ſpare, or kill, We 
And Slaves to execute thy Hayghty Will: 852 011 
Had Wealth and Pomp wih in Thine Lands been Placid. 
Wirkstrength, Rank, Splendors,znd long Titles grac d 
A ſecond D. A FA 2 Poor Mankind | had Known, * p # 
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And Racks and Axes thyTrue Temper ſhown. 
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Bur e is done «The mating Ls 
The Tale malicious, and the treach*rous Spy; 
Th Aſſaſſin Stab, to blaſt the Good Man's Name, 
And raiſe Thy Gloty'oria worthier FHame. 
How does my Heart with Indignation well. 
To ſee the ſearching Spear Freſh Crimes reveal! 
There the Young Parent mourns her Firſt-born Son, 
Down her fair Cheeks the Streams inceſſant run: 
Juſt is het Grief : To Heav'n ſhie lifts her Eyes, 
While by thy Guilt her blooming Iufant dies. 
ee, where the lovely Victim droops its Head, 
All pale, and number'd wich the flent Dead! 
Theſe are thy Deeds: And ſtill the Truth to hide, 
How are Religion's Precepts falſify*d 1: -/ VI 
Inſpir'd by thee, black Slandets ſpread around,” 
Fly from the Light, and aim a Coward Wound. 
But vain theſe little Arts: Stern Juſtice wakes; 
Truth beams its Influence, and the Bubble . 


1 


And hy Poor E er Soul with conifious Hored 
"4-2 ;thakes. vil 4531 Lie 


Now gird thy Loins up, and diſmiſs thy Fear, 
Apd mark my Precepts with attentive Ear. 
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Or Life, or Death, are plac'd before thine Eye: 
De WISE; and live; be OBSTINATE, and die, 
Thou ſee'ft thy irimoſt Fallacies reveabd. 
Tho? Veils of Sanctity the Guilt conceabd. nA 47 
Dare to be juſt; and act a MANLIER Part; 
And let thy Conduct ſpeak a gen'rous HEART. 
© Firſt to thy injur'd Foes ſubmiſlive move, 
And with inceſſant Cries intreat their Love. 
Much haſt thou ſin'd ; for Pardon long implore, 
Till thy Feet wear the Threſholds of their Door: 
Grief be thy Guide, and thy Companion, Shame, 
While thy mad Paſſions bear th* invenom'd Blame: 
Pitying they'Il hear thee, and like righteous Heaven | 
Smile and forget: But aſk, and be forgiveen. 
Next be the mighty Pow?r of Life addreſs'd, 1 
(If real Charity inflames thy Breaſt) / 
Admire his Goodneſs, which remits th Offence, N 
And fills thy Soul with ſaving Peniten ce: 
Which kindly lengthen'd out thy forfeit Space, 1 
Tm thy Crimes touch'd the Scepter of his <= 3 | 
{Ang guards thee free, from theſe foul Stains renew'd, © | | 
Waſh'd in the Laver of atoning Blood. * 


1 
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Tux to thy Houſe with ſacred Peace repair, 
And patient wait thy Diſſolution there: 
For guiding and reſtraining Grace implore; 
And Once thus cleans*d, return and Sin no more: 
So ſhall thy Spirit to yon Regions riſe, 
And find ſome humble Place above the Skies. 
But if Still obſtinate, thine Eyes are blind, 
And Spite, and Rage, and Malice ſpread thy Mind, 
Fix'd to thy Heart the Furies ſhall remain, 
While howling with Deſpair thou ſtriv*ſt in vain, 
Thro? endleſs rollingYears to break th*accurſedChain, 


They ſpake : And ſwift the Cherubs diſappear, 
And left the Sounds long tingling in his Ear. 


Thee, YA RUS, whom thy manly Friends admire, 

While each bright Virgin feels a gentler Fire; | 

Whoſe Lofty Soul, when Oppoſitions try'd, 

Hath Praiſe, and Scorn, and Gold, and Swords defy d: 

hut VAR Us droops while his own Fame is ſung, 
Nods at the Theme, and leaves my Lyre unſtrung. 


Cetera Deſunt. 
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MEMORY 


OF AN 


Illuſtrious DVI NE, deceas'd, 


wirh 
A LARGE PREFACE, 
Addreſs'd to thoſe whom it may concern. 


Clodio, the Scorn and Wonder of our Days, 
Whoſe ruling Paſſion was the Luſt of Praiſe; 
Born with whate*er could win it from the Wife, 
Women and Fools muſt like him or be dies. 
| Port; 
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85 HEN Men of great and eminent 
Abilities feel the common Infirmi- 
ties of decaying Nature, and thro” 
Sickneſs, Accident, or Old- age, for- 
pit their er Character, and fall into Dotage, 
it becomes the ſurrounding Spectators to lament 


in Silence. 


EVERY one's melancholy Experience will 
eafily furniſh himſelf with a Variety of ſuch 
mournful Inſtances ; and were it proper to be 
more particular, it would not be difficult to men- 
tion ſome of the moſt illuſtrious Names that have 
adorned this Kingdom, either in the Church, 


the Council-Board, the Army, or the Seats of 


Juſtice, 
TRE 


1 
N. 


PREFACE.” 


IHE By: ſtanders on ſuch Occaſions ought tg 
draw a Veil over the Ruins of poor mouldring 
Human Nature, now tottering into its Original ; 
and from ſuch a gloomy Spectacle the wiſe Ob- 
ſerver will infer rang uicfu} tho? mortifying 
Leſſons. 


- MISERY in itſelf is ever held as facred ; How 
much more ought it to be thus regarded, when 
produced by no Indiſcretions, Vice, or Follies ? 
But Heaven's Permiſſion only brings a Stroke of 
ſuch awefull Wretchedneſs, on the beſt; the 
wiſeſt, and-moſt valuable Men breathing, merely 
thro! the Impreſſions received in Infancy from 
1 


WII II what Hortor 8 ſhall we look 
upon the Miſcreint, who dares preſume to intro- 
duce ſuch unhappy Objects to the PublickView ; | 
and expoſe their Weakneſſes, Fancics, and idle 
Reveries, to the Jeſt and Deriſion of a thought- 
leſs multitude! Our Language wants Expreſſion 
for proper Reſentment, and ſcarce can Imagina- 
tion n ſufficiently deſcribe it. 


SINCE 


PREFACE a 


- SINCE this is the Caſe, a proportionate De- 
gree of Guilt moſt aſſuredly attends thoſe nearer 
Relations, intimate Companions, and reſpected 
| Superiors ; who ſuffer ſuch a miſerable Monu- 
ment of frail Mortality to expoſe himſelf and his: 
Dotages to the giddy Sneers and Contempt of 
thoſe who Once highly reſpected him, and cars 
rd their Eſteem almoſt to Adoration, _ 1 


IT is vain to Slog Excuſes for what can ne- 

ver be defended ; and whatever Palliatives ſuck” 
Perſons may pleaſe to make uſe of, the World 
Will judge, and the World is the beſt Judge, 
that they are themſelves either highly Weak, or 


highly Criminal; For what avails it to plead their 


Fear of offending, their Deſire of Soothing, or 


their Ignorance of what a manly rern | 


would require them to praQtiſe ? F< 


WHEN I ſee a Gentleman, whoſe Praiſe tag: 
long ſounded in the Churches, and whom -not- 


only this Kingdom, but all Europe, and even 
diſtant America admire and reverence; When I 


ſee ſuch a one permitted to expoſe himſelf ta 
theſe * 9 „ loſe their Eſteem, degradey 8 
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himſelf to their loweſt Contempt, and for- 
eit the great Character he hath undeniably 
Once deſerved; When I ſee him ſurrounded by 
4 few ignorant or intereſted Sycophants, who in- 
dulge, nay encourage his moſt fantaſtic. Ravings, 
and abſurdeſt Inclinations: I would aſk: what 
can he judged from ſuch notorious Facts? Or, 
what Opinion can we entertain of ſuch egregious: 
ns or Stupicitꝰ ? s £125 Mal ids b. 


WIIEN I ice a Writer, Who hath preſented us 
with an invaluable Syſtem of Logick, or true 
Reaſoning, and hereby gained a diſtinguiſhed 
Regard throughout the whole Britiſo Nation, 
and chiefly among the ſeveteſt Criticks of our 
two Eminent Univerſities; when I fee ſuch a one 
allowed to undermine all that Pyramid of Merit 
he hath been long raiſing, and comßell thoſe hu- 
mane Colleges to view him with Contempt and 
Pity : I would fain know whether it be poſſible 
for a Man, 'who bm, loves. M4 to 0 * 
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as 


WH EN 1 hes Divine, whoſe e 
Manna to the thronging Auditors, and now grown 
I cafeebled, Weak ng forgetful; yet ſtill eneou- 
9 43 raged 
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kagẽd to pout but unconnected and ineonfiſtent 
Scraps of Something Like Religion, but the Rea- 
ſonings all mangled, falſe, ridiculous, and ſotne- 
times Even impious; I would inquire whether 


his Guardians, his Friends, Or neareſt Kindred, : 
can poſſibly think they are acting in a Chatitabls 


or a Chriſtian Character? And inſtead of Lauph- 
ter (as many choſe) it excited my ſerious Com- 
paſſion to hear the venerable Ruin declare he was 
KY: eventy Years old, and Therefore abſolutely deter. 


mined never fo change any of his Opinions. Hu- 


manity forbids A Eritique « on this Expreffion. 


NOR i is it ſufficient bor ſore of bis Follow. 
ers to pretend Sincerity; that they are happy 
again in ſeeing his Face and hearing his Voice; 
and that it is the real Delight of many who fit 
under his Miniſtry; to attend him ſtill, all ſhar- 
tered, broken, and tottering as he appeats. This 
Allegation i is big with Ignorance, Folly, and Su 
perſtition; but the Limits 1 direct myſelf to keep 
at preſent, will not admit a rational Con- 


futation. 


| BUT as particular Ban may be expected 


from me, I do aſſert, that this Author“ 's two Vo- 
| = lumes 
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lumes on The World to Come; his Book with the 
inconſiſtent Title of Orthodoxy and Charity; His 
voluminous Work on the Ruin and Recovery of 
Mankind; and in general Every Treatiſe that he 
has publiſhed for Ten Vears laſt paſt, fo far as 
| be undertakes to reaſon on any Subject, are childiſh, 


= 


romantic, and conterptible. | 


| 1 Rs aſk a Pupil of three Days ſanding, 
| Whether when a Logician pretends to confute 
| | another's Creed, It is a proper Solution of the. 
Difficulties he cannot unravel, to tell his Oppo- 
nent, That undoubtedly God Almighty, at the 
great Day of Judgment, will clear up all theſe 
$ preſent Obſcurities ? We admit it will then be done 
effectually, if it be true that his Schemes and Con- 
jectures are indeed altogether juſt and right: But 
this is taking for granted the very Point in De- 
bate. Farther, the Analogy he perpetually draws 
between Human and Divine Government is too 
abſurd to deſerve an Anſwer, and likewiſe his 
Arguments deduced from Similies. * And after 


— ——_ 


» 8 mere ys Grottus, Wicguefart, or Le Clerc, on this + £5 
N und * . | 
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all, 


P R E FACE. e 


all, How pray does the referring us to wait this di- 


ſtant Diſcovery, convince our Judgment at preſent ? 


Any more than his May be's, Perhap.”s, and 


. abundance of theſe pityfull Subterfuges? If he 
_ urges the unavoidable Darkneſs which in this 


World overſpreads theſe abſtruſe Topics, Why 


does he then amuſe us with idle Periods, that at 
the very utmoſt can be only termed A, gumentum 


ad Ignorantiam? Or, why is he ſo dogmatical? 


I have long waited patiently,in hopes his Friends 


would have Debarred him from expoſing himſelf 


farther, after he had given us the jejune, deſpi- 
cable Volume of his Puerile Thoughts. But 
when, beſides the Pieces before-mentioned, he 


goes on to produce freſh Inſtances of decaying 


Judgment, I can no longer contain venting my 
Grief and Diſpleaſure. 


WHEN I faw lately an Abridgment pub- 


liſhed of an Old Volume in Folio, to which 
Moor fields has indiſputably the beſt Title, and re- 


collected that the ſame Illiterate has publiſhed four 


other Volumes of equal Magnitude, I trembled 


leſt theſe ſhould have the ſame Favour ſhewn 
them alſo; but when I was informed that a Book 
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of Arichmetick, another on Sun-Dials, a third 
on I know not what, and a Deſign to abridge 
Caryl on Job, in eight Volumes Octavo, were all 
actually preparing together to make their Ap- 
pearance, I imagined the very Stones would cry 
out, if I held my Peace a0 longer. | 


11 is aſſerted. 1 in aces to Gs his 
Reputation, that theſe Treatiſes were wrote in 
the Prime of Manhood, Years, and Judgment; 
In Anſwer to which [ obſerve, that the fame 
Judgment and good Senſe kept theſe Manuſcripts 
fate in his own Cuſtody, as unworthy to appear 
in the World, ſo long as his Opinion was of any 
Value; and that ſuch indigeſted Traſh ſerves nei- 
ther for God or Baal, is evidently plain when 
the following Quotation 1 is read, which | is taken 
from his lateſt Performance, 


* MY Notion (gays he) does not alter any 

975 particular Scheme of Doctrine, which Di- 
ce vines of various Parties have eſpouſed. You 
*© may ſtill follow the Sentiments of John Calvin, 
or Arminius, or Mr. Amyrald, or Mr. Baxter, 
dor ancient Athanaſianiſm, or modern Athana- 


fen /m, or Dr. Cheynell, or Dr. Owen, or 
5 IE Dr. Souto, 


P'REFACE mix 
* Dr. South, or Biſhop Stilting fleet, or Dr. Fow- 
er, or Mr, Jobn Howe, or Dr. Jolm Wallis. 1 


make no Innovation in all the peculiar Mat- 
**. ters of Diſpute between theſe Great Men, I 


“ look with 2 krieadlyAſpet on any Scheme hs: 5 


I would -ladly know what 10 nn by all 
this cringing, unleſs it be to fave himſelf harme 
leſs from the Attacks of thoſe with whom he 
may happen to differ; and therefore he reſolves 
to keep in a whole Skin if he can, and agree 
with them all round. He may imagine that here- 
in he imitates St. Paul, who became all things to 
all Men; but their Conduct is fo og diffe 
rent as to require no OO 


AFTER a: I all be impartial, and allow 
that ſome worthy perſons have often aſſured me, 
they acted like Friends and Men of Honour to- 
wards him ; and the Event was, he quarrel'd 
like the Archbiſhop with faithful Gil Blas, 
and ever fince regards them as his bittereſt Ene- 
mies, and acts accor dingly, tho under Pretences 
of another Nature. - 


Bur 


BUT to ſecure his Reputation in the moſt 
effectual manner, I think it beſt to manage him 
as Mr. Addiſon did Sir Roger de Coverly, and ſup- 
poſe him actually extinct, as undoubtedly his 
Faculties have been ſeveral Years : And for the 
future whatever new Crudities may be publiſh'd 
under his once honourable Name, or whatever 
Fables the Laughers of the Age may report con- 
cerning him, they are to be looked upon as the 
Production of another J. M. and not of the Au- 
| thor of the Divine Poems, Tranſlation of David's 
Pſalms, or the admirable Book of Logick, but 
the Work of a Counterfeit, who aſſumes his Air, 
Shave, and Speech, without his Veracity, Honour, 
Good-ſenſe, or Good-manners, 


AND as another inconteſtable Proof that the 
meek, humble, and pious Editor of Mrs. Rowe's 
Devoticns, is altogether deceaſed, this preſent Im- 
poſtor has been obliged to be treated in'a man- 
ner, which I am very ſure could never have hap- 
| pen'd to the Writer of the Treatiſe of Divine 
Loge, tho' Heaven had RR him to us for a 
Thouſand Years, 


AND 
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AND if any Perſon ſhall think I expreſs my- 
ſelf in too ſevere a Style, I am willing to ſtand 
corrected if he convince me fairly; but Railing _ 
is not Argument: And I ſpeak it in the Grief 
and Bitterneſs of my Heart, that tis only a ſin- 


cere Regard to the unhappy Subject of theſeLines —- 


which has induced me to vent my Diſguſt in this 
manner, nor do I think any Language can be too 
ſharp on this Occaſion, nx am I Hogs in 
x wy ien herrin. | | 22 


I ſhut up all with the Subſtance of a math 
lately pronounced in a certain College, which for- 
merly honour'd him with a diſtinguiſhed Re- 
gard. If his Faculties be deceaſed, the Man is 
not blameable for any Unſeemlineſs in his De- 
e meanour, and albeit the Libel be heinous 
« againſt him, and plainly proven, yet you my 
*© Colleagues will confider whether it be better 
"*-20 ſuppoſe the Head or the Heart defective ; 

* Or, in other Words, whether it be more pru- 
« dent to acquit his Honeſty, and onerate his 
© Judgment, than to onerate his Honeſty, and 
* imply him a falſe diſſembling Loon all his 
-- Life-time. I am not for condemning him till 
8 <« farther 


« farther Inſpection; but note you all how faulti- 
y we comported in beſeeching our - bleſſed 
God the Father, Son; and Holy Ghoſt to ſpare 
his Life, ſeeing had he been incarcerate in the 
<- GraveTenYears agone, his Scandals had in no 
t wiſe been holden this geud Day to our Eyn, nor 
the Pannel divided between Judgment and 
© Finger of God. Mark what Cæſar ſaid; Se ſatis 
ad famam, ad naturam, ad rempublicam vixiſſe; 
te when for aught I ken this Culprit was of Age 
e to have ſaid ſo a dozen years ſine. And fo 1 
% move that we proceed to other Buſineſs, for he 
* will never appear in his Perſon here amongſt 
c us; for which Cauſe alſo let the Pannel be diſ- 
2 1 Er * be liberate 4 
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I. 


Where haughryMonarchs ſleep in tat] ; 


SIDE And hen fierce Warriors fell the e Heaps 
of Dead. 


na to Fame {till bredzhes the Buſt, 
1 „„ II. Shall 
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Shall Earth's Dire Scourges thus be mourn'd? © 

Heroes and Kings in Wrath were given: 

Yet with Proud Pomp are their curs'd Urns adorn'd, - 
And Flattery wafts them High to Heav'n, 


III. | 


Muſt Tempeſts then our Songs engroſs ? 
Storms, Heroes, Whirlwinds, Kings or Fire; 
And ſhall No gentle Muſe ſoft *wail Our Loſs, 

When WAT T'S late join*d th'Angelick Choir. 


3 „ 
Alas, He's gone for Ever dead! | 
Clos'd are his Lips, and ſtopt his Tongue! 
Whence the glad Churches drew celeſtial Bread, 
And lining Crouds delighted hung. 


T. 


Penſive we ſeek the well-known Place, 

Where like ſome Seraph. Once he ſtood; 
Raptur'd to ſhew rich Treaſures of free Grace, 
* Pardon bought with N 2 Blood. 


* 


VI, How 
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How did We throng with haſty Feet, 

To view the Saint! to catch the Sound! 
To.fall Low bending at th* Almighty's Seat, . 
And learn the Road to Z IO N's Ground 


VII. 


His Heart oerflow'd with ſacred Love, 

And ſhed around its rich Perfume: 

While the ſweet Accents ev'ry Paſſion move, 
And lead us to the Saviour's Tomb, 


VIII. 


Then Sin decays, and Faith grows ſtrong * 
Touch'd with the Sight, we inly grieve; 
Shake off the Fetters that enſlav'd us long, 
And from This Hour begin to live. 


I. 
Dying we live: And Grace Divine 05 
Still guides us through the painful Courſe, 


Chearing our Hearts far *yond the richeſt Wine, 


And like the Tryal, gives us F orce. A 
1 "EE X. Twas 
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Twas Heaven begun to taſte Theſe Joys, 
Sweet Earneſts of Superiour Good! 
How far beyond Pomp, Wealth, or empty Noiſe, 
Or aught delir'd by the Mad Multitude ! 


XI. 
Smiling We trod the thorny Way, 
Thus taught and chear'd : Thus favour'd high : 
When (Death to tell!) ſwift beam'd a heav'nly Ray, 
And ſnatchid the Prophet to the Sky. 


XII. 
Fainting we ſink beneath the Wound, 
(Virtue permits a friendly Tear) | 
In deep Diſtreſs we caſt our Eyes around. 
But find no Equal Succour near, 
XIII. 
Fet whence theſe Teal, Theſe ſinfull Plaints? 
J ESUS our Gov for ever reigns: 
He lives and reigns; tho? Fleſh drops down and ns, 


And his Right-arm Our Faith ſuſtains. 
+ Yo * PART 
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ND ſoon Freſh Scenes of Sorrow riſe, 
While deep in Bitterneſs We mourn z 


And kindred Woes faſt ſtreaming melt our Eyes, 4 
As fad we watch the ſacred Urn. b 


f . 


Hark! the wild T :dings ſtrike our ears ! 

Strange 1 is the Tale Loud Rumours ſpread! 
66: Hence theſe vainGriefs! And ceaſe theſe uſcleſsPears 
8 For WATTS ariſes from the Dead, 


III. 


* Ye trembling Saints, Come praiſe our Gop'! 

* Come and adore his Sovereign Hand ! 
5 Radiant on Cherub's Wings, Sublime He rode, | 
* And Le came back at ys Command, ” | 


w. ee 
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Farer we fly Vadgreſs the Throne, 

And wait the gentle Prophet's Voice; 


That Voice which made our Wants and Wiſhes known, 
And fill'd us uh t Seraphic Joys, 


. N L 1. * WT oo 
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How changid 1 the Scens! Nor Voice Nar Word, 
Wimes nor Wants were cloath*d with Love; 3 

Terrific Threatnings in his Looks appèar'd, 
And Vengeance hovering from above. 


Dire were the Sounds ! * Wrath, Flames, and Death, 
Huge Pains, and Piles of endleſs Fire! 
Nor Grace is left. But cruſh'd to Climes beneath, 


| Hopeleſs the — N 


Vainly he longs, for Mercy flies, . 1 5 

And ſtops Each Avenue to Grace: : 
Then let the Wretches ſend Eternal Cries, 
1 OY is their Doom, and fix'd their Place. 
VII. Trembling 
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Trembling we look with wild Amaze, 

Scarce our Own Ears believe the Sound; 


In ſilent Sorrow on Each other gaze, 
And muddering flee the wrathfull Ground. 


And ſoon we find th? Old Serpent's Cheat, 
Nor 2 TS, nor Grace, nor Heav'n was there; 
But fraught with Guile, to veil the black Deceit, 
Sara aſſumes an Angels Air. 
X. 


Wreſting the Truths which JESUS taught; 
Which PAUL foretold; which DAVID ſug ; ; 
Which Love immenſe down to Our Ears hath brought, 


And were our warmeſt * are hung. 
5 XI. 
So Stood he once: when Thrice in vain 
To cheat his Gop th* Arch- felon try*d, 
And oft repuls'd; Still he return'd again 
With ſacred Texts freſh fortify'd. 


XII. Baffled 


„„ IE GT. 
XII. 


Baffed at length he cuts lie zo 51 5 TH OE. 
By his Own Weapons backwards hurl'd; 
Throꝰ the Same Strength we more ee ee 
Ober Guile, Sin, Satan, and the Worlu. 
XIII. 
We trace the Road to ZION *UFlill; -:' 4 : 90 | 
Theo- Toils, and Doubts, 'and ggering Fears: 


Bur thus upheld, pleas'd we march onwards ſtil, 
Longing toquit this Vale of Tears, 
- 07 
Great Parent! Hear thy Childrens y; ö 
Thou art qur Rock, our Help, our Go; 


: Bend the high Heavꝰns, and caſt a pitying Bye, 
Till fafe we reach thy bleſs*'d Abode. | 
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